
Researchers across disciplines have been studying the psychology of fans for decades. Seeking to 
better understand fan behavior and the various factors motivating fans, researchers have studied 
dozens of variables in hundreds of studies of different fan groups. To date, however, there have 
been relatively few attempts to integrate this sizable body of work, pulling together findings across 
from the field to with a broader, more holistic perspective. This book does exactly that, identifying 
and concisely summarizing research on 28 separate lines of inquiry on the psychology of fans and 
integrating it all into an empirically-validated model known as the CAPE model. Useful as a textbook 
for a fandom studies course and as a handbook for fan researchers, this book is essential reading 
for anyone looking to better understand the state of fan psychology and wanting to conduct their own 
research exploring the ins and outs of fans of all sorts! 
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